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have none left in your treasury. ... I beg your Ex-
cellency will rely on the fidelity of the English, and of
those troops which are attached to you."
On February 25th, 1759, Clive marched, and,
after remaining a few days at Moorshedabad, proceeded
towards Patna. He had with him only four hundred
Europeans, of whom one hundred and forty were
recruits, and two thousand five hundred sepoys, in
addition to the Nawab's troops, on whom little
dependence could be placed. But his letters show
that he had the utmost confidence in himself and his
men -5 and he expresses his belief that with them alone he
would be able to give a good account of the Shahzada.
Before he left Calcutta the prince's agents had offered
him "provinces upon provinces, with whatever his heart
could desire," as the price of his support. He returned
a firm yet respectful reply. He was bound, he said, by
the strictest engagements to assist Meer Jaffier at all
times, and it was " not the custom of the English nation
to be guilty of insincerity."
When the Shahzada crossed the Caramassa, men
flocked to his standard in the hope of plunder, and by
the time he reached Patna he was at the head of forty
thousand men. Ham Narain delayed the threatened
attack by presents and negotiations, and when it came
defended himself with spirit. After several attacks
had been repulsed, the English advanced guard, which
had marched four hundred miles in twenty-three days,
appeared on the scene, and the siege was raised.
So great was the terror inspired by the approach
of Clive that the Shahzada decamped in haste and
recrossed the Caramassa. His force soon broke up,